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INVESTOR
commercial property / business / stocks / advice

• RayWhiteCommercial
Townsville has listed a
development site at 2Miles
Avenue,Kelso. The 1041sq m
site is zoned traditional
residential and is located in a
commercial precinct. The sale
price has been reduced to
$215,000.

• GraemeRussell ofRayWhite
Commercial inTownsville has
listed 198NathanStreet – a
smart new commercial project
located just down the road from
thenewMyerCentre
under construction in
Aitkenvale. The price is
$450sq mper annum (net) + GST

• Agenericwarehouse facility is
available inPunari Street,
Currajong.The steel framed,
concrete panel building features
a total of 1000sq mof clear span
warehousewhich boasts 3-phase
power, natural light throughout
and ventilation.Within the
warehouse is approximately
62sq mof office, currently split
into two offices and a reception
area. Formore information
contactCameronWeller from
Colliers International
Townsville.

• 12ForgeCourtBohle settled
thisweek.Theproperty
comprised a 1.54 hectare site
zoned core industry.
Improvements include various
office andwarehouse buildings
producing $178,000 per annum.
Sale pricewas $2.05m.Graham
Russell, RayWhiteCommercial
Townsville.

Virgin-Air NZ unite
to win over market
VIRGINBlueHoldingsLtdreceived
anearlyChristmaspresentaftera
proposedalliancewithAirNew
ZealandLtdontrans-Tasmanroutes
wasapprovedby theNewZealand
transportminister.

ThedecisionbyMinisterof
TransportStevenJoyce lets the two
carriers code-shareonAustralia-NZ
services, co-ordinate schedulesand
pricingaswell asoffer reciprocal
frequent flyerbenefits including
loungeaccess.

The three-yearauthorisationwas
the finalhurdle to thepartnership
becomingareality, after the
AustralianCompetitionand
ConsumerCommissiongave the tie-
up the thumbsup lastweek.

VirginBluenowhas two ‘‘game-
changing’’ globalpartnerships chief
executiveJohnBorghetti is seeking to
build intoaviable international
networkandchallengeQantas
Airways’ dominance.

Kitchen kings
Record year and more to come, says Garbutt business

MARTIN
RASINI

BIG YEAR . . . Lawrie Presto at the Moduline showroom Photo: MEGAN TAYLOR

TOWNSVILLE cabinetry busi-

ness Moduline has defied soft-

ness in the construction indus-
try to achieve record sales of 1000
kitchens this year.

Customer service officer
Lawrie Presto took measure-
ments for the 1000th kitchen last
week, a result well ahead of last
year when Moduline built and
sold about 750 kitchens.

The Garbutt-based family
business was set up by patriarch
GusMeroli 55 years ago and also
has operations in Cairns and
Ingham. It credits competitive
pricing, commitment to cus-
tomer service and hard work for
its success.

‘‘While pricing is clearly im-
portant and margins have been
trimmed – we have found our-
selves competing against five or
even seven quotes compared to
two or three in previous years –
people also want good old-
fashioned service,’’ generalman-
ager Stephen Tetley said.

‘‘Customers need to be able to
trust a business to do what it
says it will do and we work hard
to ensurewewarrant their trust.

‘‘We offer a full design service
and we like to think that we do a
good job with project co-
ordination, provision of plumb-
ing and electrical services, tiling
and the like.’’

Mr Tetley said the Moduline
kitchens ranged in price from
$5000 to $15,000. The bulk of cus-
tomer interest was for products
in the $8000-$9000 range.

About two-thirds of sales had
been kitchens for new homes
with the remainder servicing the
renovation market.

Mr Tetley said customers this
year had benefited from the
emergence of a range of alterna-
tive products during the past 18
months.

‘‘Previously the choice was be-
tween melamine and the dearer

two-pack cupboards and shelv-

ing, but there is now high-gloss

board, a product in-between,’’ he

said.

‘‘Customers also have a choice

of tops – stone, reconstituted

stone, and acrylic, with which

joins can be hidden, as well as

laminates.

‘‘While the bread-and-butter

kitchen remains melamine with

laminate top, high-gloss board

and acrylic benches are growing

inpopularity and the toughmar-

ket over the past two years has

seen the price of stone bench-

tops fall.’’

Mr Tetley said Moduline was

confident the Townsville and

North Queensland home-

building and renovations indus-

try was set to improve.

‘‘Townsville now has a short-

age of housing and we feel very

positive about the future,’’ he

said. ‘‘Wehave invested substan-

tial sums in new machinery and

equipment to position ourselves

for the future and we have

sought to retain staff and offer a

high level of service.

‘‘Moduline Townsville oper-

ates south to Bowen and west to

Mount Isa and our aim is to be

the North Queensland cabinet-

maker of choice.’’

CopperString shapes up as a money-spinner

TONY
RAGGATT

THE$1.5billionCopperString transmission

lineprojectwill generate 5200 jobsandboost

national incomeby$6.5billionover thenext

20years, according toaneconomic impact

study.

Thestudyhasbeencompiledaspartof the

project’s environment impact statement,

whichhasbeenreleased forpublic comment.

TheCopperStringproject is aproposalby

developmentcompanyCuStringPtyLtdand

constructioncompanyLeightonContractors

PtyLtd toconstructanelectricity

transmission line thatwill connect the

Mount Isa regionandthenorthwest

Queenslandelectricity supplynetwork to the

national transmissionnetwork.

Theproject involves constructionofabout

720kmofhigh-voltage transmission line

betweenapreferredconnectionsiteof

WoodstocknearTownsvilleandCloncurry in

northwestQueenslandplusanadditional

400kmof tangential lines to connectexisting

andunder-developmentmines innorthwest

Queensland.

Its estimatedcapital cost is $1.5billionwith

around$300million tobespenton imported

components.Expenditure is expected to start
in2011andpeak in2013.

According toa40-pageeconomic impact
study, theprojectwill provide significant
economicbenefits to theQueenslandand
Australianeconomiesbyproviding
northwestQueenslandwithasubstantial
pieceof infrastructureproviding lower-cost
electricity tounderpingrowth in themining
andmineralsprocessingsectors.

It sayspotentialnegativeeconomic
consequenceswill be largelyborneby
landholdersdirectlyaffectedby the
transmission lineandare related to stock
control and lossofgrasslands.

Thereport says theproject involves
constructionspendingof $1.5billion, supply
of 400 to 500megawattsof electricity transfer
capacity, savingsonthecostof electricityof
anestimated$380millionayearand

increasedgovernmentrevenuesofaround

$2.8billion.

Overall, it says real income is increased

nationallyby$6.5billioncomparedwitha

referencecasewhereanadditional large-

scaleelectricity supplyoptiondidnot

proceed.

Also, it is forecast therewill be increased

employment inQueenslandofaround5200

jobsover theperiod2011 to 2030oraround250

additional full-timeequivalent jobsperyear.

Thereport says these impactsdonot

include thepotential benefits of theproject

enabling theconstructionofnewrenewable

energyprojects in theregion.

NorthwestQueenslandelectricityusersare

currently suppliedbyamixofon-gridand

off-gridelectricitywithon-griddemandof

around300megawatts suppliedby thegas-

firedMicaCreekpowerstationandasecond

gas-firedplantownedbyminingcompany

Xstrata.

Anumberofminesare suppliedwith

around90megawattsof electricityon-siteby

eitherdiesel orgas-firedgeneration.


